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neceasary to abandon the guns and
caisgons, So great was the confuslon
that Gen., Kautz, whe had butl a few,
meén with him, ran into a body of the
enemy taking off a wagon belonging
the Ist N, Y. Cav. - Kautz imme
charged the Confederates with his
and recovered the wagon, which he
found was carrying off Col, Haskell, Tth
E. C. Cav.,, who was badly wonnded
This regiment wane within a few rods,
but Kautz managed to avoid it, and got
back to the Newmarket rond, where he
ralited his command on the Infantry.
Kautz reporte his loss as cight guns
and calssons, 18 men killed, 54 men
wounded and 202 missing.

The force which id been doing
guch damage (o Kanutz was in torn driv-
en bhack to Richmond by the Tenth
Corpe, with a loss of three brigade com-|
manders and about 700 men. Fort Har-
rison was immedisgtely raade one of our
permanent defenses, with fts armament|

EXCAVATING THE DUTCH GAP CANAL BY BUTLER'S FORCES.

turned toward the Confederate works
on the right and left, and renamed Fort
Burnham, in honor of the gallant com-
mander who fell In the successful as-
sault made ypon It by the troops of the
Eighteenth Corpa.

Bautler's Duteh Gap Canal.

Just below Drewry's Bluff, on the
south side of the James, and Chaflin’s
Bluff, on the north side, the river makes
& strong loop to the southwest around
the high hill called Farrar's Islnnd. The
distance across the neck, where the
bends In the river most clogely approach
each ocher, js less than a mile, and Gen.
Butler, assured by Commodore Me-
lancthon Smith, in command of the na-
val forces in the James River, that our
monitors and larger vessels could get
up the river no farther than Trent's
Reach, conceived the idea of digging a
cenal across the neck at Duteh Gap
which would allow the Unlon war ves-
sclg to come up to where they could
support the infantry on either bank
and have an enfilade fire upon the ene-
my. He made a careful reconnojissance
of the position with Commodore Smith,
ind then got Gen. Granit and Chief En-
glnear Barpard to look it over. The
point known ss Dutch Gap was so
called on account of a gap having been
cut there mmany years before by an en-
terprising German In undertaking to
build a waterway. Gen. Grant approved
of Butler's plan, and told him to go
ahead and carry it out. As the land
at this point was some §0 feet high, the
excavation of the canal from the lower
side was made very safe, the men belng
protected from the direct fire of the
enemy, e¢ither from thelr gunboats or
batteries, by the high walle

Gen, Barnard agreed with Gen., But-
ler that the best way of starting the
work was to place a cofferdam at the
lower end of the canal and then to ex-
cavate up to within 25 or 230 feet of
the other glde, leaving the bank at the
upper cut to stand as a shield against
the direct fire of the enemy Once
completed, It was felt quite confident
that our naval forces could hold the
James River up to Fort Darling, and
when there be in a condition to attack
Richmond, which would then lie almost
under our guns

Work on the canal was begun on
Aug. 16 by & strong party of Butlers
colored men, under the direction of
Maj, Peter P. Michie, Acting Chlef En-
ginesr of the Army of the James It
wias carried on with great diligence and
success, but the enemy proved most an-
noying, and the story of this is best
10}d In Butler's own words:

Lookout for Shells.

“The enemy, appreciating the lmpor-

Vwonld

1
which every shell could be!
1z s whole flight. These
after @ little prac-|

here the missile’
wether it would

points fram
watcthed durl:
obstrvers could tell
tice almost precisely
Innd; that ¢
in our excavs s0 az 10 do us
While the men were at
ng, these men were on watch,
oil Delng scen comling, If it was
il in our wny, the watchmen
‘Holzs," whereupon the
workinenn would at once protect them-
selves by rushing into their adjacent
and convenient bomb-proofs, to come’
out id resnmme their work again as
sO0M the shell had struck and ex-|
ploded without harm.

“If the shell was not to strike within
the excavation or near to it, the watch-
ers allowed It to take its coursge, and
the men were not alermed, so that sub-
stantlally all the damage we suflered
was o our single-mule tipearts, which
were used for removing the earth. A
number of mules were killed or wound-
ed, and some of the carts were stove
up, but under the clreumstances the
work was successfully prosecuted.”

Thie canal, which was completed near

coine
harm o
work dt
and a s
likely to 1
wounld call out,

the end of December, 1864, was 500
varde long, 60 feet wide at the top and
60 feet below the surface of the bluﬂ.!
It was cxcavated 16 feet below high-|
water mark. The bulkhead of earth
wag blown out on Christmas Day by a
mine of 12,000 pounds of powder. The
water rushed thru, but the mass of dirt
composing the bulkhead fell back into
the opening and so filled up the canal
that it wue not of sufficlent depth to be
practieable for its designed purpose.
Unfortunately, the channel could not
be dredged, for the Confederate artillery
opened at once upon it. The canal,
therefore, was & failure as a military
operation, tho undeniably an engineer-|
ing feat of great skill. Gen. Butler took,

THE LINEUP AROUND PETERSBURG.

a different view of the matter, and at-
tributed the fact of the non-dredging of
the canal to a very different cause. Af-
ter the war Its channel wag cleared out,

tance of this strategic undertaking, and

land it Is now used as the maln

water-

finding that we could not be reached by | way of commerco bhetween Richmond

direct fire of their artillery from Ln}';

point, because of our ‘shield,” erected

and the outer world, the only militury
construction of civil war dayvs which

some mortar batteries on the other slde| remains of use to the country in this
of the James, and undertook to stop|spiping time of peace.”

our work by the fire of mortar shells, |

droppine them into our excavation. Af-

ter a Jittle while they dropped them|
there with cousiderable frequency, but| Rallroad,
|th|‘ Confederates to haul thelr supplies|

did very lttle damage and sciarcely any
harm to the workmen.

NINTH CORPS PASSING POPL
fert long and %0 feet wide. The soll
was o very hard limestone gravel, so
that along the banks we could g
caves, or, aE hey were called, bomb-
proofg, in which the workmen could
take refuge whenever there was any
danger of a shell falling whers the ex-
plosion would be injurious to them. The
line which a shell describes on being
thrown for the purpose indleated §s o
parabola of about two miles. 1 was
familiar with this matter, for I had
walched the bombardment of Fort
Jackson, on the Misslsippl, during the
ooneiderable part of a week, and thus
made its acquaintance,

“The first thing to do was to station

® couple of well-iistructed men atltwo of the Ninth, commanded by Gen.}nuu“iu:

At a mile and |
& half distance it Is not easy to drop a |
shell with any certainty Into & space 00|

The Movements to the Teft.

Warren's firm hold on the Weldon
as befors stated, compelled

by wagons around our left flank by the

way of the Boydton plank road, & dis-|

tance of sume 30 mi‘es. This again was

AR SPRING CHURCH SEPT. 20,
| deemed so important by Gen. Lee that
he extended hLiz fortifications on his
right flank so as to cover the Hoydton
plank road as [(ar as Hatehers Run.
Gen. Grant thought it advisahle while
Butler's force was onerating on the
north bank of the Jawnes, to make a
| movement vin hig left to keep Gen, Lee
| occupied and possibly gain  some
ground to further interfere with the
Confederate possession and use of the
| Boydton plank road.

On Sept. 30 Gen. Grant ordered Gen,
Meade to make a demonstration on his
left.

| ren to move out from
two divisions of the F1

o

his Hnes with
fth Corps and

eprl,

[
Parke. These officere were instructed
that the movement might take a still
mors votent and farreaching charactor.
If they encountered no opposition, they
wereé to push on and capture even the
South Side Railfoad, the last of- those
entering Petersburg from the south and
This wouid compei Lee's evacua~
tion Putersbury anl bring abost that
for walch the Army of the Potomay
had been fighting for 6 many months—
ta get the Confederates out into the
open for a fight to the finish. |

The Pighis at Poplar Spring Church
aud Pecebie's Farm,

The army was so reduced in strength |
at that time thot after the four divi-|
gions mioved out it left the defense of
the lines to o force composed of the
least possible number of men that safe-
ty demended, Grant had planned to
withdraw evervthing within his fortitied |
inclosure, with the bulk of his army
making a farreaching sweep to the left,
as Sherman had at Atlanta, and gain
such a position as wonld compel Lee to
come out hiz works for a fight on
ground which Grant should choose,

The first abjective in view was to se-
cure the junetion of two roads coming
from the southywest, the Squirrel Level
and the Paplar Spring Church roads
This junctlon was at Pechle’'s Farm,
twa miles west of the intrenchments on
the Weldon Railroad, where the Cooc-
federates had a redonbt already con-
structed and were strengthening it and|
connecting it with the right of their|
works., Gen. Warren was to move upon |
this point with Griffin’s and Ayres’s 1i-|
vislons, while Willcox’s and Potter's
Divisions of the Ninth Corps were (ol
come in on his left, and when he !uu!I
secured the redoubt the combined force
was to move upon the Fovdton road,
Gen, Gregs, with a cavalry divigion, wan
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to move on the Vaughan road and form
the extreme left flank. Griffin found
an open field 600 yards wide In front of
the Confederate intrenchments. Hehind
these were infantry and Dearing's dis-
mounted ecavalry., The guns in the re-
doubt assisted these with  their fire
Gritin’a men advanced gallantly across
the open =pace, and carried the works,
but loast Col. Welch, commanding the
16th Mich., as they crossged the parapet.
They took one gun and some prisoners.
Gen. Ayres struck directly at the re-
doubt to the right of Griffin, which he
carried by a swift charge, sustaining
comparatively lttle lJoss, This gained
ug the whole lHne of intrenchments at
that point.

Operations of the Ninth Corps,

Gen. Potter, commanding the Second
Division, Ninth Corps, closed up on
Griffin at Poplar Spring Church, and
sent two regiments apon the road to
Miss Pegram's, near the Boydton plank
road, Later he sent Gen. 8. G, Griflin's
Brigade to advance and try to reach the
road at any point. Next he sent Cur-
tin's Brigade to support the Second
Erigade., When about one-fourth of a
mile bevond the Pegram House he
found the enemy In force, with a bat-
tery enfilnding the rond upon which he
was advancing. He ordered Gen, Grif-
fin to attpeck and Curtin to form on the
left. As they advanced into the open
ground they found the enemy swarm-
ing out upun them, overiapping the
right flunk, and the engiagement soon
hecnme very severe, Potter's right flank
was turned, and his men began falling
huck In some disorder, He exerted him-
gelfl to rally them, but the enemy soon
attacked his left flank, and he was
driven back to the Pegram House,
where he succeeded In checking the
enemy’'s advance as night settled down,

Gen. Meade Instructed Gen. War-|

| tha he had lost heavily, He reports his
logseg as bl killed, 280 wounded nnd
| 1,813 missing. He took up a position
l'ln the captured line of works taken by
the Fifth Corps, and the next day ad-
l\‘an('r-d hig line and drove the eacmy
| from his front. Gen. Polter savs thnt
while his old troops behaved very we!l,
his regiments had been lurgely fille

with recruits who could not speak Eng
ligh, and who behaved very badly, par-
alvzing all his eMorts o rally them. He
hid recently lost & great many of his
best officers, which contributed towarsd
the disaster,

(To be continued.)
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Pay for the Old Widows,

E. Morton, Santa Monica, Cal,
a plea for the old widows who
are struggling to maintaln themsaelves
jin their sge and decrepitude. = i
| one of them, nnd has had a weary tin, |
g salong.
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be cured by breathing

healing herbs, leaves
fumes inhaled would speedily relieve all catarrhal diseases.
in the accompanying illustrations the warm, healing vapor is carried
directly to the very parts affected. This remedy fights and kills Catarrh
where liquids, sprays, douches, salves and medicated creams cannot
It is a most reliable treatment, and is so simple and con-
venient that it can be used at home by man, woman or child.

Free Sample by Mail

Write a postal card, or cut out and fill in the coupon below, and we
will send you by mail a liberal trial treatment entirely free.
suffer from Catarrh, Bronchitis, Asthma, Catarrhal Dealness or anyv other
catarrhal trouble, you ecannot afford to neglect the use of this
grand remedy. Catarrh, if neglected, will extend to the lungs, finally
This remedy has cured Catarrh of every form

@5 CUT THIS OUT, FILL IN AND MAIL AT ONCE.

possibly go.

leading to consumption,
in the nose, head, throat, middle ear and
No matter who, or what remedy has
failed in your case, this should cure you.
When you try the free sample and see
how the warm, pleasant medicated vapor
goes to every spot and gives immediate
relief, vou will be convinced.
treatment is not expensive.
.package, containing ecnough to last one
whole month, sent by mail, postpaid for $1.
It 1s not on sale at the drug stores, as we
wish our patients to get the medicine fresh
from our laboratory.

Remember a postal eard, or the coupon,
NAME AND ADDRESS, will

bring you this FREE TRIAL TREATMENT.
It will also bring you free an illustrated book.

lungs.

with YOUR

i IATARRH is a disease of the mucous membrane.
ized by a discharge through the nostrils or into the throat.
usually begins with a cold in the head. Beginning in the nostrils
it spreads to all the mucous membranes of the body, even getting
into the stomach and lungs.
upsets the stomach, and from the stomach it is taken into the blood, and
poisons and deranges the whole body.
The disease is all the time inclined to work its wav from the nose
back into the head—down into the throat—into the bronchial tubes and
lungs.

Dr. Blosser’s Discovery

While engaged in the general practice of medicine Dr. Blosser had
many patients suffering from Catarrh whom he was unable to cure, al-
though he prescribed for them by the rules taught in medical books and
colleges. lle saw that the methods of treatment were wrong and reasoned
that as Catarrh is produced by breathing cold and damp air, so it should
a warm, medicated vapor.

of investigation he discovered a combination of
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SEENENEEECEEEENER
DR. J. V. BLOSSER,

Dear Sir: Pleass send me by mail

Name

320 Walton Street, Atlanta, Ga.

for Catarrh, Deafness, Bronchitis, Asthma, Catarrh of the Middle Ear,
eic. Also send your Free lllustrated Treatise on Catarrh.

(free of cost) your Trial Treatment

Town _

Street or R.F.D.___

8{!!.

fpeil out name with pencil, very, very plainiy.

THE 2d PA. PROVISIONAL H. A.

Fighting With Grant Fron the WHder- |
‘mess (o Petersburg.

Fditor Nationnl Tritune: Just before
battles of the Wilderness en, |
Grant telegraphed to President L!n-
cuin: Y10 the thing Is preesed, 1 think
we ean captire Richmond and end the
wiar™ Tae  dispateh, now histor.e,
which Abraham Lincoln sent in reply |
war: "Let the thing be pressed.”

it was pressed.,

My regimoent, the 24 Pa. Provisional
H. A., was mnde up and crgnnized in
March, 1864, {fom the old 112th Pa.

Thie regzinent was recrulted In
i1, In the Fall of 1863 their thme

i and reeruniting commenced to
i Its rnnks. Py January, 1884, mare
men than wns neceseary to fll its ranks
wers recraited, anddl the surplus men
formed the new provisiomai reghment.
Al commissioned and non-commission-
wil ufliceers were tnken from the old
regiment.  These men had experienced
three wears' service, were proficlent,
and well drilledl. A Iarge proportion of
the new regiment—the 24 Po. Provis-
fnnpal H. A—were eoldlers who had
=erved thelr enlistment in various regi-
aments, hid returned home for a time,
nnd nguin entered the army.

In April, 1864, my regiment crossed
the Chain Bridge, near Washington,
and on to Alexandria, where we went
inte camp.

The firet duty nssigned us was guard-
Ing supply tralns on the Orange & Al-
exanidirin Railrond out as far ng Bramdy
Stntion, about 70 miles, Mny 1 we
were relieved from this duty, and be-
came part of Gen, Stevenson's First Di-
vislon of Gen, Burnside's Ninth Corps,
whose rendexzvons was at  Bealton!
and Prandy Statlons. Gen. Grant r.-l-l
egraphed to Gen. Purnside thnt s
vast army had crossed the Rapldan|
River, and admonished him to muke |
& night march with the Ninth Corps
and Jjuin him.

About 10 n. m., May 4, my regiment!
started from Prandy Station, after|
drawlog L0 rounds of ammunition and |
five dayvs' ratfons. Ta carry ”l"llli
we woere ohliged to burn part of the
contents of our knapsacks. We made |
a rapid night maoarch over o narrow,
dusty road, and crossed the Rapldan
River, with Gen. Stevenson's Division,
Just before daylight, May §, marching
12 miles. We moved south on the Ger-
manin Plank and Orange Plank ronds|
about 6 p. m. to the Lacey Housse,
where we went forward under fire in
support of n brass ficldpiece brttery, |
which was then engaged In shelling
the rebels acroxs the clearing. At this
point we had five men hit with minle-
balls, It was decidedly strenuous ser-
vice up to this time for me—Ii6 years,
of age. 1f some specire had appeared |
before us, and prophesied that in six
months less than 400 of that fine body |
of manhood—1,400 strong—would only
be left in the ranks tp apswer roll callj
and tell the story of the 1864 can-
palgn, we could not ‘have beljeved it
But such was actually the case,

In the Wildermess.

Evening of the 5th we bullt A line of
rifle pits. Early May § we moved south
from Locy's two mileg td 'the Chewning
Farm. We experienced great difficulty
in moving thru the thick, bewildering
muoze of brinr and serubby timber, By
the tlme we reached thig cleaping our
ciothing was torn snd gur flegh lucer-
b [

My company (B), Capt. RMorris, was
in the lead as a skirmish line. The
two reziments, after a march thru the
Jungle, were formed in line of buattle
in the clearing ut Chewning's. At th!s
point Hancocek's Second Corps was nav-|
ing n flerce fight. The angry flashes of
the musketry and [ts heavy voar, min-
gled with the yelis of the combatants
4% they swaved to and 5o, was an ohb-
lect-lesson for our new regimoent. Al
day we were used as support for both
the Second and Fifth Corps, losing five
nen On the evening of May 7 my
moved out of this gloomy

woods,

On May 8 we followed Gen. Grant's
vitst nrmy on the road to Spotsylvania
C. M. We were posted nlong the Fred-
ericksburg plke to keep it open. On
the 9th our corps commander had
crossed the Ny River, driving back a
force of the enemy and findlly reaching
4 positdon within less than two miles

| eressed and started on an all-day-and-
| night march

| regiment last

Capt. Norris, of m_.l,
rompany, roceived o severe sunstroke.
(ien. Stevenson, of my First Division,
war killed on the 10th. We had severe
lighting all day. HRaln commenced to
fall, and for five davs we sulfered m--i
verely from cold, hunper, mud and Juck|
of shelter. At nizht time we hovered)
around smouldering camplires, trying|
to dry our clothing und blankets; then!
He down on the damp ground to cateh
i few hours” slecp,

In Grant's “Memoirs," in speaking of|
the service (Ninth) corps on the|
12th wut Spoteyvivania  east  of  the
“Floody Angle,” he savs: "Gen. Burn-
=tde, on the left, had advanced up ensl
of the Confederate salient to the v I‘}'i
pariapst of the enemy, charging over|
the rebel works"

In the Wilderness battle my division
lost men. Total for Ninth l_‘n'r];nll
1,620 men. In the Spotsylvanin battles,
May S to 13, my First Division lost 632
men.  The total for the Ninth Corps, |
1480 men . My regiment lost from May |
A te 13 80 men.

of Spotsylvania

af my

"=
Aanad

Wadilng the North Anna,

On May 2I3 we waded the Nortn
Anna Rivor, drove the rebel skirmish-
ere from the timber just at dusk, built]
a Mne of works., In the morning re-'

to the Pamunkey River.
That march of 38 miles, under a brojl-
frg hot southern sun in dusty roads,
wnx flerce,

In the aperations of the North Anna
River., the Totopotomoy and the Pa-
munkey Rivers, May 2¢ to June 1, my,
110,

On May 31 we halted at 10 p. m.
along the Mechanlceeville pike, near!
Pethesda Church, and three companies|
(I, B anil ) were detailed for plcket|
duty and were tnken over newly cleared
ground ahout twe miles and posted!
along a piece of dense timber. \\'el
could hear the Confederates plainly.
At daylight myself, John P. Davis and
Wm. T. Hope walked over a short dig-
tance to the right to investignte the
turnpike, which ran at right angle with|

| our line and thru the thick woad into

the Confederate line. Comrade Wm. T.
Hope stepped into the road and was
killed. Capt. Samuel Davis, of Co. C,
came towards our picket line later in
the day along a swampy piece of)
ground on the opposite side of the road,
He dld not heed our warning, and
atepped into the road and was killed,
probably by the same rebel sharpshoot-
er,

Abhout 3 p. . we hensd a Confeder-
ate bugle call to advance. Lieut. Kel-
low. of my company (B), shouted: “At-
tentlon, bhov=! They are advancing.”
We could hear the dry twigs crackling
in the woods, All three companies fired
a volley {nto the timber. My gun was
nearly  loaded for the second shot,
when the rebels came swarming thru
the wood, cight times our number, yell-
ing* “¥i, vl, yL."” and “Surrender, you
Yankees!” 1 looked down our
line, and eaw our boys had fallen back,
some still firing, John P. Davis, of my
company, and myself were lute In gtart-
ng, stopping to give the Confederates
the second shot at close range, killing
one of thelr number. We barely es-
caped capture.

Dropped by a Shell,

After T had ran about 250 or 200
viards o lnvge mortar shell, fired over
the timber from a Confederate battery,
burst almost under my feet, 1 pitched
headlong upon the ground from the
coneung=ion, stunned. The Canfederate
division eame charging over my pros-
trate body and en towards the Ninth
Corps” position, and were checked by
the hot fre glven them by the 100th
Pa. (the Roundhends) with repeating
rittes

I tinally got wpon wmy feet and into
the timber, too dazed to wallk straight.
I was bleeding from two flesh wounds
I wias minug gun, cap and haversack.

Space forbids me from relating the
notuble gervice my reglment, the 2d Pa.
Prov., experienced at and near Cold
Hurhor from May 31 to June 12, Suf-
fice It to say It participated in most of
the Ninth Corps engageraents during
that period, and lost 125 men.

June 12 Gen. Grant commenced his
ihird flanking movement, crossing both
the Clhickahominy and the James Itiv-
“re,

From May 5, 1864, unul June 13 the
2d Pan. marched 360 miles, made 20
nlght murches, was 15 days without

sezular rations, dog 15 vifie pits and
took part in six battles,  Ouar clothes
and shocs, worn onl, could only be re-
paced by those of dead men.

We crorsed the James River on June
16, and made 2 rupld march to Peters-
burg, arriving there about 5 p. m.
had been lame from ¥ shaking
but on the i7th | report o N
pany, drew another gupn and wis
for duly.
the James,
. Davia,
(B),

elow

Comrade Johin
af my contpany
Barre, Pr., :
“After cro

HI
oy At |

Hving

ays '
sring the James River we
cnme to 4 large opening in the timber,

bhut we
slashed

amnil the

discovered that it was!
for nearly half mile whde, |
worst we had ever heen up|
agalinst, It was pine saplings, four to!
cight Inches thick, and cup to fall mml
wiay, Jack pipes, hanging on the stumps|
ahout three foct from the groumd, the|
hranches all trimmed off, with sharp
puints meeting u= and g0 close together |
we could not see thra then, We were |
oridered in line of battle, 2nd then|
“Forward, march!” Well, we were
rugged enough from our experience
thru the other points,

SOWa

Wilderness and
bt wwhen we finanlly got thru the slashed |
timber in font of Petershurg  our
clothes were hanging in tuatters, Hy this
time the rebels got our range and were
shelling us, killing and wounding many
of our regiment. We =moon recached
some shelter in a ravine. Col. B. G,
Parney, of the 2d Pa. Prov. H. A., was
in command of our brigade (Third,
First Division)., We were formed in
ling of battle, my regiment In the lead,
to make a ¢harge upon the rebel bat-
tery that had been doing such fearful
execution. Col, Parney gave the order:
‘Fix bayonsts—Guide right—>March!
We rose up out of the ravine in the
face of a murderous fire. In less than
two minutes the alr grew &o dark from
the smoke of bursting shells we could
not see 10 paces In front. The rebel
buattery cut us to pieces.”

Our division commander reported as
follows in reference to the June 17
charge:

“The Third Brigade, under command
of Col. B. Y. Barney, was formed in
two lines. The 100tn Pa. was thrown
out as skirmishers. At thi= junction
the enemy's batteries opencd with shell
and canister upon the lines of the Third
Prigade, killing and wounding a large
number before my men advanced. The
linés were thenm moved forwsrd, with
hayonets fixed, charging at a run over
the entire distance up the slope with
steadiness and  bravery. The men
charged the Confederate works fiercely
aml vallantly, mounting the parsapet
and leaping quite over the ditch into
the enemy’s lines, where the fighting
became a hand-to-hand conflict, my
men using the bavonet and breech, and
suceeeded in carrving the works in
handsome style, including a battery of
four field pleces. My iroops ]urw}anm!
forward, and also succeeded in taking
the second line of the enemy’s works,

Too miuch praise cannot be accorded
the men making this charge, snbject as
they were not only to & terrible fire of
shell and c¢anister from the rebel bat-
teries  previously referred to, but to
heavy and continuons volless of mus-
ketry, without discharging a single
plece in defense until they reached the
enemy’s lines and their works" |

Gen. Burnside’s repart to Gen. Meade
citm be found as follows:

“We hold the cresp of the hill about
400 yards in the rear of the enemy's
fine.  There is not much left of the
Third Brigade, First Division, of my
corps, My two heavy-artillery regi-
ments (24 P Prov, H. A. and the 14th
N. Y. H. A)) are entirely eut to pleces.”

Fhe Ninth Corps only contalned the
two heavy ertillery regiments referred
to above.

Iin the Itebellion Itecords tlie losses
of the 2d Pa. Prov. I, A. on June 17
were: “Killed, one officer and 19 men:
wounded, six officers and 187 men;
missing, 13 men; totnl, 244."

Orderly Serg't Knapp, of Co. D, and
nearly 100 others were shot inside the
Canfederate lines.  Our color bearer
was killed cloge o Lhe Confederate bat-
tery, where our flag was found.

At the Crater,

At the Mine battle, July 30, 1864, my
regiment was the first to place its col-
ors upon the rebel works.

Eritnys Gen. Gllbert P. Robinson's re-
port:

B

“The (irst line of battle consisted of
the 2d Fa. Prov. H. A. The second
lne the 14th N. Y. 1. A. At 4:45 a. m.
the mine under the rebel fort was ex-
ploded, Py keeping a strong right
obligue we arrived at the Crater. Thru
this Crater and 150 yards in advance
of it the 2d Pa. Prov. H. A, charged.”

G. Farnev, of the 24 Pa. H.
« v wounded in thizs battle.
promoted to the mnk of
«wal. In The National

29, 1910, Im McEIroy's
Histn: Army of the Potomac,
he says:

“Other regiments and parts of regi-
ments poshed out into the right and
left, and hegan fortifying. The 2d Pa.
Prov. H. A. was herolcally maintaining
its position 150 yards in advance of the
Crater, but getting no help from the
rear until Giibert P. Robinson, &d Md.,
sent somoe of his men with their Speace
er rifles to relfeve it from a destructive
Aank flre and allow it to fall back.”

I went in that battle with 50 rounds
of cartridges, n2and after exhausting
them went among the dead and wound-
od for more I prabably fired 125
rounds <dnrinz the day. 1 am satistled
that it wax the white troops, and not
the colored troops, that remained in
and arourd the Crater, holding the reb-
el works captured until 2:30 p. m.
against five times their number. Wae
repulsad four different Confederate
charges upon us up to 2 p. m. Rebel
shells camne erashing down upon us al-
most minutely., blowing our men to
pleces.  Our troops tried to hold the
rebel waorks, but at 2:30 p. m. Gen.
Frank EBEortlett, den. Marshall and oth-
er ofticers surrendered us (about 700)
as prisoners of war.

The 2d Pa. Prov. H. A. lost 1756 men
on thut s At roll call July 31 my
company had only five men answer to
their nomes. | gerved as a prisoner of
war in various Confederate hellholes
until April, 1865,

In the Globe Tavern fight, Aug. 18,
1564, my regiment lost 80 men.

“Bntes’'s  Histoery of Pennsylvania
Volunteers” says:

“Om Sept. 5, 1864, less than 400 men,
all that wus left of the 24 Pa. Prov. H.
A.. was consolidated with the 112th
t2d Pa.) H. A. The provisional regi-
ment had performed exceedingly hard
service, and lost in the short space of
five months about 1,000 men.”™

I am now engaged in writing my ex-
perience in the eivil war, which will
include a correct history of the 2d Pa.
Prov.. and will be printed in book form,
1 wish all survivors of my regiment to
sen:l titelr names to make up a
roster.—Claronce Wilson, Redondo
Beach, Cal,

me

Pensions,

E. J. Barras, 1". 8. N., Somerville, N.
J., thinks that The National Tribune
bitl should be put in preference to the
National Encampment bill,

Willis Dobson, 50th and 52d Tnd.,
Clinton, Ind., enlisted at Seymour at
the age of 17, and was discharged Sept.
10, 18656, by reason of close of the war.
He wmas the first man In his regiment
to veteranize. He wants to say that
no pension bill can do justice to the
men of hig clags, who entered the army
as boys and served faithfully thru the
war. So many of them are now broken
down in health and In destitute cir-
cumstances. These are not due to ex-
travaganeces on their part, but because
they were so young at enlistment and
became physically unfit tor work.

Bradley Post, Wood Rilver, Nebh,, cor-
dially indorses The Nutional Tribune
pension Dbill. and alsas expresses the
hope that all thess nobl: war widows
will recelve at least $20 a month.

James W. Shearer, West Point, Neh,,
savs thnt there are some CO!\II’JJE'
there who are past 70 yvears old and
ecan hardly get along on their $16 a
month, especially in Winer, The 1ate
Ing should be raised for them, and it
will cost the Government but little.

Mrs. O. G. Davis, Kendall, N. Y.,
thinks that if the veterans' -vidows
would show a lttle more interest thore
might be some chance for the passage
of a bill to bring relief to so mang
widows left nlone and uncared for Im
their old age. -




